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on the Divine Providence are never out of 


Staſon, but they are more eſpecially ſca 
ſonable ai , Tim when the greateſt. Part 
of Chriftendom are engaged in War. 
ere the Management of my Subjett e- 
al to the Weight and. Importance of 

it, I could not doubt ofits being well re- 
ceived, Such as1t13 T1 preſent 1 it to you, 
| believing that your Candour will cafity- 
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preach d beſore the Right Honourable the 


| LORD-MAYOR, &c. 


— 


Pfl. XI. part of che fiſt Vere. 2 
The Lord Reigneth, let the Earth 


rejoice. 


HE Sin of our coming together 
at this time is too well known to 


1 "Nang in need of a' Relation in this 
n And. 1 need not therefore 


almoſt A and hg the Blood and oy 
rits of our excellent and admirable Conſtitu- 
tion) by bringing home the rightful Heir of 
theſe Kingdoms to ſit upon the Throne, and 
inherit the Crown of his Fathers, reſtoring with 
him our ancient Government in Church and State. 


need not tell you, that this was effected and 
11 80 B 2 . broughe 


*i — 


A — Preach * 


brought about in ſuch z marvellous manner, at- 


tended with ſuch unuſual Circumſtances, ( for not 


as evidently demonſtrate it to have been the 


mighty "Work, of God, and therefore to be had in 


Remembrance, and rener with Praiſe an 
Thankigi giving. ; EESTS 
The Lord reigneth, let the Botz rejoice. 1 


if it had been Kid Tho the All-wiſe Crea- 
tor and Sovereign Diſpoſer of all things, in the 


ordinary. Courſe of his Providence; makes uſe 


of ſecond Cauſes to bring his Deſigns and Pur- 


poſes about; yet he keeps the Reins of Govern- 


R 


ment in his own Hands, and conſequently can, 


and does whenever He pleales, ſuſpend and con- 
troul them, and make them ſub ervient to his 


own Will and Pleaſure, contrary even to their 


natural tendency, and their uſual ways of act- 
ing. And this is juſt matter of rejoicing, not 


only to thoſe that by virtue of a particular Co- 

venant are in League and Friendſhip with Him, 

but to the Inhabitants of the whole Earth. 
From the Words we may raiſe theſe two Ob- 


Firſt, That the Divine Providence md; 
manages and governs the Affairs of the World. 


Secondly, That this is matter of gteat Joy o 
| 8 of the * . After 


2 Sword was drawn, nor a dn pof Blood ſpilt * J 


ſervations, proper for the Entertainment of our | 
Minds on this joyful Solemnity. © 1 


Herd ehe Lord- Mayer, &c. = 


5 1 


Aſter I have gone over theſe Obſervations; HJ 
ſhall conclude with ſome ſuitable Reflections 
Firſt; That the Divine Providence pen 
manages and governs the Aﬀairs of the World." By 
the Providence of God, we underſtand his con- 
tinual Care in ſuſtaining, preſerving, upholding, 
and governing. the World, and all chings thar 
are therein, which is more particularly extend- 


ed to Mankind. Were this withheld all things 


muſt return to their firſt nothing, i. e. ceale 


to have any longer an Exiſtence or Being in 


the World. Now that there is ſuch a Provi- 


dence we are aſſured, 
1. From the univerſal Teſtimony and Con- 


Kent of all Mankind. 


2. Our « own Reaſon and Obſervation will 


reach us it. 


3. We may infer it from the rags N6riGiis 


and Apprehenſions that we have of God. 


Laſtly, From the authentic“ and undoubted 


Tony of God himſelf in Holy Scripture, 

which'in a Chriſtian Aſſembly will undoubted- 
ly paſs for the h. igheſt Evidence and Demon- 
ſtration. 


71; We 2 aſſured what TY Province of 


God governs the World from the univerſal Te- 


D 


ſtimony and Conſent of all Mankind. It will 


not be amiſs here to premiſe how much light 
"DoS. - this 
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higheſt degree. 


*. 


this gives to the Doctrine I am proving. 4 The | 
Philoſopher | long; ſince obſerv d 7 that there ar 5 
four degrees of Probability. The Opinion of 
n 
bable ; the Opinion of moſt Wiſe Men render 


it more probable; the Opinion of moſt Men, 
both wiſe and unwiſe, render it yet further pro- 
bable; and laſtly, the Opinion of all Men con- 
cerning any matter makes it probable in the 

Now that there is this univerſal Teſtimony 
and Conſent of all Mankind concerning God's 
Governing the World by his Providence will. 
appear: from hence ; becaule there is no Nation 
or People from one end of the Earth unto the 
other, but at the return of ſome Rated times 


perform Acts of Religious Worſhip; which. 


wou d not be univerſally practiſed, were it not 
as univerfally. believed that the Providence of. 
God governs the World, and that He is both 
able and willing to help and defend them; for 


to what purpoſe ſhou d Men. worſhip God, offer. 
up Prayers, or make Supplications to Him, but 


from ſuch a Belief? To what purpoſe ſhou d. 
they deprecate him to avert an impending Dan- 
ger, or ſupplicate to be delivered out of any 
Trouble or Calamity that is fallen upon them, 


W aus thHnk. Ak 


hut from a Perſwaſion of his Readine s and Abi. 
| I trop by 
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lity to protect and ſuccour them? Does not the 


| q Return of Praiſe neceſſarily imply 2 Belief that 


he is the Author and Giver of all Good 2 
I I know ſome modern Writers of Travels have 


vs . nn 


given an Account that there are People that have 


no Notion either of a God or his Providence: 
But this Teſtimony of theirs is liable to many 
Exceptions; for not to inſiſt at preſent, that it 
is very hard and difficult to conceive that there 


ſhould be Laws, and Government, and Society, 


without the Belief of a Supream Being, the Stay 
of theſe Relators in thoſe Places was but ſhort, 


and the Language of the Country not at all, at 
leaſt but imperfectly, underſtood by them, and 


conſequently their Intercourſe and Converſation 
was but imperfect: and therefore it is poſſible 


that the Inhabitants of thoſe Countries have ſome 


Knowledge of, and pay ſome Worſhip and Ho- 
mage to God, tho not obſerved by them. 5 


Br. admitting that this were true, it does not 


ſeem to affect the Argument I am urging for 
the proof of a Providence; for it is abundantly 
enough: if the Belief ob it is generally receive 


and embraced. It proves indeed, that it is poſ- 

ſible for Mankind ſo far to degenerate, fo far to- 

be blinded, and led Captive by their finful Luſts 
4 their wiſe: Cre=- 

ator: were made little lower. than the Angels, 

may: 


and Paſſions, that they, who 


© ta 


142 : 


06 aac ee De EI ESE SIE 2 — ů — 


—_—— 


a I 44 Sermon Preach * 


63 — — ry ———U— — — 2 


in Knowledge to the Beaſts. 


Twould be endleſs to cite all che Paſſages 


out of Heathen Authors to this purpoſe: I will 
therefore content my ſelf with one or two. To 
what purpoſe (faies: Antoninus,) do I live in aWorld 
e God, and deſtitute of Providence? But 
there is 4 God, and He takes care of humane Affairs. 
Cicero not only aſſerts that the Providence of God 
governs che World; but proves it from the 


Conſideration of lis excellent Nature. There 


is nothing (Jaies he) more Excellent than God, 
therefore the World muſt of Neceſſity be governed by 


him. And again. Thoſe that grant that: there is 


aGod, muſt, confeſs.that he in employ d about ſomething 
that is Noble and Excellent; but there is nothing 


nue Noble and Excellent than the Government - of | 
the World ; therefore the World is governed by bis | 


Counſel. This was not only his Reaſoning, but 
likewiſe the Reaſoning of leveral other Heathen 
Philoſop hers. _ ; 

180 1 Reaſon forts widh ack 
as that there is a Providence: For the ſame Argu- 


ments that prove the being of God neceſſarily in- 


fer a Providence, the one being a natural and ne- 


cellary conſequence from the other; for if the 
1 and Order, the Variety and Uſefulneſs, 


n of che ſeveral Kanes of the viſi ble 
Fm | . | World 


may ay by ; degrees become Jicrle, if at W | 
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World prove that they were made and contrived 
: by fome wiſe and all-powerful: Bein 95 athen Tue 


tures endued with Reaſon and Underſtandin 


on Growth and Stature? To 


». 


continuance of em in the ſame State of Beauty; 
Order, and Comelineſs, the return of the Sea- 


ſons depending upon the conſtant Motions of 
the Heavens, and the regular Production Gf 
Plants, and Animals therein, will prove that they 


infinite Power and all- wil Counſell! 
Do we not plainly ſee, th at not᷑ only Crea- 


| 
5 


are upheld, directed and governed by the fame 


but even thoſe that are deſtitute and void? 


Life and Senſe, are directed and carried on to. 
ends, which of themſelves they can neither de- 


fire nor obtain? For Example; Trees and 


Plants grow, and flouriſh, increaſe in Height 
and: Dimenſion, receive Nouriſhment from the 


Earth, which is diſtribured through ſmäll and 
little Channels into all the extreme Parts: S 
that from a little Seed, or Kernel, ariſes a render 
Plant, thence a little Tree, thence it advanees to 
greater Perfection, bears Fruit, and produces its 
own Seed again. Let a Man reflect and reaſon with 
himſelf, and he will not, nay he cannot conclude 
that this comes to paſs without the Direction and 
Appointment of the Creator and Governour of 


the Univerſe. Let a Man reflect and reaſon wich 


himſelf, and tell me how much he adds to his 
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I0o0 fay that this is done by Chance, is ridi- 


culous and abſurd: For Chance acts by no 
Rule at all; and therefore its Operations are 
uncertain: How then can Chance give Laws to 
Nature, which is uniform and regular in all its 
erations? One may as well affirm that a 
blind Man, or one that ſhoots at Rovers, may 
hit a Mark ten thouſand times ſucceſſively. 
Do not brute Creatures provide for, and take 
care of their Young? And ſhall we, can we 
believe that the Authour of Nature, the Creator 
af the Univerſe, is regardleſs of the things which 
He has made, in the forming of which He has 
demonſtrated ſo much Wiſdom, Power, and 
b 
28. We may infer a Providence from the na- 
tural Notions and Apprehenſions that we have 
of God, Every one that conceives aright of 
the Divine Majeſty, conceives Him to be a Be- 
ing endued with all poſſible Perfections, Infinite 
in Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. He that 
thinks otherwiſe of the Creator and Governour 
of the World, does not entertain Thoughts 
worthy of Him. Every one that denies a Pro- 
vidence, robs God of all thoſe Perfections that 
make Him to be God, or ſuppoſes ſuch Quali- 
ties in Him as are utterly inconſiſtent with his 
excellent Nature; namely, that He is an idle, 
T:- 1:11:37 bag d37 vc 


" before the Lord=Mayor, &e. 


reſtive, and unactive Being. What can be more 


ſenſeleſs and irrational than to imagine, that 
Infinite Power ſhou'd be doing nothing, Infinite 


Wiſdom contriving and ordering nothing, and 


Infinite Goodneſs doing no good? Can any 


rule and govern? Or can any Creature be ſo 


low and inconſiderable as to be beneath the 


Care of the Univerſal Father of the World 2 Or 


can any thing be too on lexd and intricate for 


Infinite Wiſdom to untold and diſcover ? 
Either God cannot take notice how things are 
managed inthe World, and conſequently is not in- 


thing be too high or great for Infinite. Power to 


finitely wiſe z or He does, and can take notice of 


them, but cannot order and govern them, and ſo 


is not infinitely powerful; or, 3h, He does ob- 


ſerve, and ſee them, is able to prevent, hinder, 


Wiſdom, nor exert his Power, and conſequent- 


ly He is not infinitely good. So that you ſee 


there is ſuch a cloſe and neceſſary connection 


berween the Nature and Providence of God, 
that the one neceſſarily ſuppoſes and infers the 
Laſtly, We are aſſured from the authentick 
and undoubted Teſtimony of God himſelf in 


perintends, manages and governs the Affairs oF 


and controul them, but will not manifeſt his 


Holy Scripture, that by his Providence He ſu- 


= #$ A Sermon Preatha 

| the World, which in a Chriſtian Aſſembly will 

andoubredly paſs for the higheſt Evidence and 
Demonſtration; for we may be as certain of 

the Truth of that which is contain d in that 
Divine Book, as we can be of any thing for 

which we have the Teſtimony of our Senſes; 

becauſe its Certainty depends upon the Truth 
and Veracity of God. There we are told, that 
Pan. 14. 7. the moſt High ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and 
diſpoſeth of all their Affairs. Thar there is no 
Evil happens in a City, i. e. no Calamity or Pu- 
niſhment for Sin, but the Lord doth it. The Hi- 
ſtorical part of the Old Teſtament abounds with 
Inſtances of the Providence of God. And our 
Lord in the New is ſo particular in this matter, 
Mat.20.29, AS to aſſure us, that even a Sparrow (of which 
Lebe. 6, v five are ſold for two Farthings) does not fall to 
the Ground without the Knowledge of his Heavenly: 
Father; much leſs then does any thing befal 
Him, but by the fame Divine Knowledge and 
Permiſſion, whois of more Value than many Sparrows. 
Nay, the very Hairs of our Heads are all numbred; 
fo tender a Care has the Creator of the World. 
for the Works. of his Hands. 5 
I might further alledge for the Proof of this 
comfortable Doctrine, the Judgments, Mercies, 
and Deliverances of God, many of which are 
corded in the Holy Scriptures, and in Hea- 


Amos 3. 6. 
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then Authors, the certain Predictions of Events, 
ſeveral hundred Years before they came to as, 
the Miracles that have been wrought ED om 
the Creation of the World; but I have not time 


fe the Lord-Mayor, c. 11 


to enlarge. 


I will ſhut up this Head ak an Obſerya⸗ 


| tion that filences all the Cavils and Objecti- 


ons that are made againſt the Providence of 
God ; namely, ſuch as are taken from the Suf- 


ferings of good Men, and the Proſperity of the 
Wicked, the Permiſſion of Evil in the World, 


Cc. The Obſervation is this, That at preſent 


we neither have, nor can have a full Com- 


prehenſion of God's Government from the be- 
ginning to the end. We ſee but a Part of his 
Works, and are ignorant of many things, the 


Knowledge of which is abſolutely neceſſary to 


our making a right Judgment of the Reaſons 
of Providence: Ind therefore we neither- can, 
nor ought to conclude againſt it upon theſe 
Accounts. And I do not in the leaſt queſtion, 
but that when we come to have a full View at 
the laſt Day of all the ſeveral Dealings of God 
with Mankind, we ſhall have the higheſt Rea» 
ſon to che with the Pſalmiſt, The Lord is Ff 145. 7. 


Righteous in all his Ways, and * in all his Works. 


I ͤ come now to che 
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Second Obſervation ariſing from the Words 
of my Text; namely, to ſhew that this Con- 
ſideration, Fhat the Divine Providence ſuperin- 
tends, manages, and governs the Affairs of the World; 
is matter of great Joy to the Inhabitants of it; 
And that upon theſe two Accounts. 

' x, Becauſe they are certain that He governs it 
according to the exact Rules of Juſtice, Wiſdom; 
and Goodneſs, 1 ob Tate 3 
dh, Becauſe their Safety and Security is beſt 
promoted: and provided for thereby. = 
Firſt, I ſay that the Children of Men have 
great Reaſon: to rejoice on the Account that Al- 
mighty God governsthe World, becauſe they are 
cettain. that He governs. it according to the ex- | 
act Rules of Juſtice, Wiſdom: and Goodneſs. | 
It is true He is abſolute Lord and Sovereign of | | 
the whiole Creation, that he does what he pleaſes. 
in the. Armies of Heaven, and among all the Inhabi- 


 w et 5; 
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i tants of the Earth, in the Sea, and in all deep | 
1 Places, and none can ſay unto him, What doeſt thou? 1 
But there is nothing to be feared from abſo- | 
1 lute Power, joined with infinite Wiſdom and 
q | Goodneſs. No Inconvenience can come from 


God's being has of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 
Such are the infinite Perfections of the Divine 
Nature, that it is impoſſible that the Power 


that is eſſential ta ic ſhou'd be employed to 


b | the. 


| Vefore the Lord-Mayor, Sc. 13 


the Hurt and Damage of thoſe that are ſub- © 


jeck thereunto. It is impoſſible that his Wil- 
dom ſhou'd not fee and diſcern what is beſt 
and fitteſt to be done, which when it is ſeen 
and known, his Goodneſs will undoubtedly pur 
him upon the Execution of it. We muſt not 
judge of the abſolute Power of God, by the 
evil Effects of what we call abſolute Power in 
the Princes and Great Men of the World; be- 
_ cauſe God is infinitely removed from all thoſe 
Defects and Imperfections that are always ſeen 
in them. Here indeed Men are governed by 
Humour, Prejudice, and Paſſion, which the Go- 
vernour of the World neither is led, nor is it 
poſſible that he ſhou d be. And the Truth is; . 
it is the Defect of Power, not the abſolute Po, 
ſeſſion of it, that is the Cauſe of Injury and: 
Injuſtice. 10 
We may always experience this in our ſelves, 
and obſerve it in others, namely, that the higher 
and taller we grow in Wiſdom and Righteouſ 
neſs, the greater Regard and Veneration we pay 
to the eternal Laws of right Reaſon, and- the - 
leſs liable are we to be hurried away by our own 
fooliſh and blind . Paſſions. . And if Wiſdom, 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs: make ſuch ſenſible - 
Alterations in Men for the better, what Appre-- 
henſions can be too great, what Qpinions too- 
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high for us to entertain of the Juſtice, Wiſdom, 

and Goodneſs of God in the Government of vi 
the World, in whom theſe Perfections are in- G 
finite? Has not the Earth therefore, and all | w 
the Inhabitants of it, the greateſt Reaſon to re- | ty 
joice that themſelves and all their Affairs are || th 
under the Direction and Influence of ſuch 2 m 
Governour as this? A Governour that cannot | mM 
but execute what is juſt and right, and fit to be || p! 
done. For God is righteous in all Ways, and holy w. 
in all his » Works. He loveth Righteouſneſs and | i 
Judgment, and the Earth is full of the loving Rind- | St 
"neſs of the Lord; his tender Mercies are over all his || © 


| Second, The Inhabitants of the Earth have || g9 
1 Reaſon to rejoice, that themſelves and all their V 


Affairs are under the Direction and Conduct is 
of God's good Providence; for hereby their di 
Safety and Security is beſt promoted and pro- Fe 
vided for. Every ſingle and individual Man | 
and Woman is ſafe under, and tinſate without I M 
the Providence of God, in whatſoever Capa- g 
city they conſider themſelves. Shou'd we at- | V 
tempt to recount the Miſeries and Dangers we | at 
ſhould. be expoled to, were the Protection of | re 
the Almighty with-held from us and denied to P. 
us, we ſhou'd be at a loſs both to know where u 
to begin and where to end the Computation. ſti 


2 | Con- 


4 
2 


2 before 


the Lord-Mayor, SG. 15 
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Conſider we our ſelves as Members of the 
viſible Church: Who but God can hinder the 
Gates of Hell from prevailing againſt us? If 
we conſider our ſelves in our Political Capaci- 
ty, as Members of a Society, united together by 
the fame Laws and under the ſame Govern- 
ment, that of the Pſalmiſt, tho ſpoken of a City, 


may as truly be affirmed of any Nation or Peo- 


ple, Except the Lord Heep the City, the Watchman pry 127. 6: 
waketh but in vain. Who can preſerve and de- Ss 
fend us from Famine and Peſtilence, from 
Storm, Tempeſts, and Inundations, but He who 
commands the Wind and the Sea, and they obey him, 
and who ſaith to the proud Waves, hitherto ſhall ye 
go, and no further * Who but God can give 


Victory and Succeſs in time of War? How eaſie 


is it now for him to ſtrike Terrour into, and 
diſcomfit either our own or our Enemies his 
Forces, cauſing them to hear the Noife of Chariots 2 Kings 7.6] 
and the Noiſe of Horſes, and of a Very great 


Multitude? Who is it that in Times of Dan- 


ger and Diſtreſs, raiſes up Princes and Great 
Men, inſpires them with Wiſdom, and Conduct, 
and Courage, and makes 'em eminent Delive- 
rers and univerſal Benefactors to any Nation or 
People? Who is it preſerves them, when raiſed: 


up, from ſecret Plots and open Conſpiracies, 


= 


ſtitls the raging of the Multitude, and the m_ . 
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neſs of the People? not their Sword, nor Scepter, 
nor any other Enſigns of Majeſty, but the All- 
ſeeing and watchful Eye of God over them. 
The wiſeſt Projects, and beſt laid Deſigns muſt 
fail and come to nought unleſs they are proſ- 
pered with his Bleſſing. To how may thou- 
ſand Evils and Dangers are we continually ex- 
poſed, from which our own Skill and Fore- ſight 
cannot ſet us free? How many Deliverances 
have we all from God, which eſcape our Know- 
ledge? What a deſolate Wilderneſs and ruinous 
Heap wou d this World be, what Horror and 
Confuſion wou d ſoon over- ſpread the Face of 
it, ſhou d God withdraw his Providence, and 
leave us to our ſelves? So that our Safety and 
Security, the Succeſs and Proſperity of our private 
and publick Affairs depend entirely upon Him. 
The Earth therefore, and all the Inhabitants 
ol it, have juſt Matter to joy and triumph from 
this Conſideration, That the Lord Reigns, that 
he by his Providence ſuperintends over, ma- 
nages, and governs all things here below. Lord, 
what is Man that thou art thus mindful of him, or 
the Son of Man that thou haſt ſuch a Regard unto 
him! Happy Man whoſe Affairs are under the 
lafluence and Direction of that Being, at whoſe 
Command are all the Powers of Nature, and all 
the Powers of Man tool 
ne | 5 Let 
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| Let thoſe then that are perſecuted and affli- 
aaäed for Righteouſneſs ſake, look up to God for 


»} Deliverance out of all their Trials and Trou- 
+ | bles, conſi dering the End and Deli en of God 
L ht, 8 


ae 1 and Widow, theyPoor 3 
the Oppreſſed, have recourſe to him, who feed- 

t | eth the young Ravens that call upon kim. Let the 
Sick and the Afflicted go to him who does not 
Mict willingly nor grieve the Children of Men. 

Leet the Soul that is grievouſſy tempted and 

9 aſſaulted by the Devil, take Courage, and man- 

£ fully reſi /# his Temptations; ſince the Power. of 

4 God is greater than the Power of the Devibz 

+ | And liis Goodnels will not ſuffer. us to be tempted 
above that we are able, but will with the annua 

\ | alſo male us 4 way to eſcape.” 

Finally, Let every one lace his Truſt; 50 

| Confidence in God, and take up the Words of 

_ the Prophet Habbakluk, Although the Fig⸗ tree ſhaif Hab.3.47,18, 

not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vines,” the 

] Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and: the Fields ſhall. 

yeild no Meat, the Flock ſhall be cut off from the 

Fold, and n ſhall be n Herd in the Stalls, yet 

e | mill T rejoice in the Lord, I will 194 in the 604 o 0 

p any Salvation. wy 


1 1 are all * unde 'Se Care ad Pro» | 

- | ceRion of God? No. All do in ſome mea- | 

t ſure partake of the Benefirs of his a 
5 a | 
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The dad profligate ad: wicked receive 8 Life 
and Breath from him, and many other Rays 
ments. But none, none but the good and. 
virtuous can with Comfort depend upon the 
Providence of God. The-wicked and ungodly 
have more Reaſon. to fear than rejoice that 
God governs the World; for the ſame Attri- 


butes of Juſtice and Goodnult that oblige God : 
to protect, defend, and deliver the Innocent, do- 


oblige him to correct, puniſh, and afflict the 
Guilty. He will walk, contrary to thoſe that walk 
contrary to him, and his Vengeance, if Repen- 
tance and Reformation do not put a Stop to 
it, will one time or other find them out. Thoſe. 
and thoſe only that keep his Covenant and think 
upom his Commandments to do them, have a 
juſt Claim to his Protection. The Holy Scti=. 

ptures contain Threatnings as well as. Promiſes, 

and the wicked and prophane have as much 


Reaſon to fear and dread the former, as the juſt 
and upright have eo hope and truſt in the 4 : 


And. ought. not this Confideration to put 


us all upon making a particular Examinati-. | 
en into our own Hearts and Conſciences, up- 
upon making a ſtrict Scrutiny into our Lives, 


that we may know for certain whether we are 


N know whether * watches for Goo 


— 


of the Number of thoſe that can with Comfort 
depend upon the Providence of God, that we 


„e nt th. ae. 
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us? And if upon Enquiry we find that the 
Caſe is otherwiſe with us, what Reſolutions 
- ought it to inſpire us with to change the Courſe 
and Method of our Living? For who can ex- 
preſs to the Life the miſerable and wretched State 


of that Man that is without God in the World, 
without his Bleſſing and Direction, who has no 
juſt Ground to hope that he is under the imme- 
diate Care of the Creator and ' Redeemer of 
Mankind? Ede LES a4 - Fa ; ; 
Ought it not, Secondly, to put thoſe that are 


entruſted with the Sword of Magiſtracy to re- 


flect on the State and Condition of the Nation 
God-ward, and to exert their Powerand Autho- 
rity in Rewarding Virtue and puniſhing Vice? 
For Woe be to that Nation that has God for 
its Enemy. All good Men lament” and be- 
wail the viſible Declenſion of Truth andHoneſty, 
of Piety and Virtue amongſt us, and the viſible 


Growth and Increaſe of Leudneſs and Debauz 
chery, both in Principles and Manners. What 


ſhall we fay to the horrid Oaths, and wicked 
Curſes that ſo often'grate our Ears both in pri- 
vate Converſation and as we pals the Streets? 
ls not the Day appointed for the publick Wor- 
| ſhip and Service of God, to the Scandal of the 
Proteſtant Religion, in oppoſition to the Laws 
of Church and State, openly prophan d? What 
elſe is the carrying of Burdens, the expoſing 


9 publickly 
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publickly of Goods ro Sale, and the common 
deſort to publiek Houſes thereupon? What 


ſhall we ſay of thoſe Works of the Fleſh, the 
Eilthineſſes and Impurities that are done in ſe- 


cret, which as the Apoſtle obſetves, Eph. 5. It 


is even a ſhame to ſpeak of * 


It concerns us all to lend an helping hand 


far the Suppreſſion of theſe enormous Crimes. 


And bleſſed be God, there are ſome that are 


willing to go thro evil Report as well as good 


Report on this account! May their Numbers 
daily increaſe, and they may receive all fitting 
Encouragement from thoſe that are in Authori- 
ty; for J ſee no reaſon why they that give In- 
3 of the Breach of thoſe Laws which 
have an immediate Relation to the Honour of 
God, ſhou d not be equally (not to ſay more) 
encouraged, as thoſe that appear againſt the In- 
vaders of our Civil Rights and Liberties; ex- 
cept any will be ſo hardy as to affirm, that our 
Civil Rights and Liberties ought to be more 
dear and valuable to us, than a due Regard 


to Religion and the Honour of God. Tis a 


Duty incumbent upon the honourable Magi» 
ſtrates of this great and flouriſhing City to take 
Care of the moral, Behavionr. as well as civil 
Rights of its Inhabitants, as they would avoid 
being Partakers. of. other Mens. Sins, National 


Sins 
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Sins call for national Judgments, becauſe (as 


it is generally, and I think truly obſerved) this 
Life is the only time of puniſhing Civil So- 
cieties and Combinations of Men; for in the 
other World all Civil Relations will ceafe. 
Every particular Man muſt then give an Ac- 


count of his own Works. By national Sins, I 


underſtand not only Sins that are generally 
predominant, but are withall openly commit- 


ted, and but ſeldom puniſh d. 


The Scripture clearly intimates, that God * 
determined a time to which, and beyond which 
he will not ſpare. a ſinful and rebellious Na- 


tion. The old World had an hundred and 


twenty Years allow d them by God for their 
Repentance, which being neglected by them, 


the Flood came and deſtroyed them. And it 
is very obſervable that the Reaſon given to Ara- 
ham why his Poſterity ſhou d- not inherit the 


Land of the 4morites, till the fourth Genera- 1 
tion was, becauſe the Iniquity of that People was Gen. 13, 16, 


not then full, «+209 
Almighty God: has already dealt with us 
both in Judgment and in Mercy. And oh! that 


we may be awakened to a Senſe of our Duty, 


that ſo Iniquity may; nat be our Ruine !' 


We are now afſembled before him to praiſe 
8 56 > penſations 
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penfations to this Church and Nation. The 

Deliverance which was as on this Day com- 

pleated, ſeems to have been as great as ever God's 
mighty Hand and out- ſtretched Arm wrought 
for any People under Heaven, conſidered in 

cheir civil Capacity. If we call to mind the 
Baniſhment of the Royal Family, the general 


Averſion the Nation exprels d to its Reſtoration, 


and yet notwithſtanding how eaſily it was el⸗ 


fected, without War and Bloodſhed, how ſud- 
denly the Inclinations of the People were chan- 
ged with Reſpect to the King, we cannot but 
diſcern in it ſuch a wonderful Train of Provi- 
dences as is hardly to be met with in any Hi- 


Feory. This was then the general Senſe of the 


Nation, as the Preamble to the Act of Parlia- 
ment which appoints this Day for a perpetual 
Anniverſary Thankſgiving ſhows, which runs 
thus:  Foraſmuch as Almighty God, the King 
of Kings, and ſole Diſpoſer of all earthly 
* Crowns'and Kingdoms, hach by his all-ſway- 
* ing Providence and Power miraculouſly de- 
© monſtrated, in the View of all the World, exc. 
And then follows an Account of the Reſtora- 
rion. - 110 10 , 20- YER 0% 

And I doubt not but we ſhall all be ſenſible 


that we have great Reaſon to Bleſs and Praiſe 


if we conſider, 


Almighty God for his Goodnels to us herein, 


Firſt, 


SP ROO 
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Hit, That the Reſtoration of the King N 


a Period to the miſerable Deſtructions and Con- 
fuſions of the Civil War; a War that Had ſhed 
the Blood of ſo many brave and valiant Engl; 5 


Soldiers. The Effects of all War are fad, rui- 
nous, and deſtructive, but thoſe of Civil War, 3 
of War commenced among People of the ſame 
Country and Nation, that beſides the common 


Obligations of Humanity, are under mutual 


Ties and Obligations to ſupport and" defend 
each other; che Effects, 1 fay, of ſuch a War 


ate much more ruinous and deſtructive. This 


is that wretched and calamitous Condition chat . 
we were this Day delivered fromm 
| Secondly, The ancient and Srcdiitin Corti 
nid our Government in Church and State 
were together with the King reſtored. KF is 
needleſs to run 2 Parallel between our own. 


Monarchy! and thoſe abroad, or to compare ir 


with any other Forms of Government tO Take 
vou thankful for the Bleſfings of this © 


*Fis 2 Government wherein the Prerogative 0 * 


the Prince and the Liberty of the Subject are e- 


qually ſecured; 4 Government, under 17 


we enjoy many, very m maß Spitial and Terms. 
oral Advantages. EP 
The Gobemmcht of: our Church; as \ abliſks 
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8 ed "OY _ comes neareſt to that of the Pri- 


mitive. 
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mitive and Apoſtolical; and was "ſtor to 
us with the Royal Family, which on this Day 
ought to heighten our Praiſes and enlarge our 
Thankſgivings; a Church, whoſe Doctrine is 
pure and uncorrupt; for che Holy Scriptures, 
not the Traditions of Men, are the Rule of 
Her Faith; ſo that (as one of her Articles ex- 
preſſes it) whatſoever is. not read therein, nor may 
be proved thereby, is not to be required of any Man, 
that it ſhould be believed as an Article of Faith, or 
be -thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation; A 
Church, whole Principles are peaceable and cha- 
ritable, that offers no Violence to the Con- 
ſeiences of Men; A Church, whoſe Liturgy 
is pious and devour, plain and uſeful, full 
and ſubſtantial, ſuch as tends to the 0 
of her Members, and the building of them up in 
their moſt holy Faith; A Church, whoſe Cere- 
monies are few, uſeful, and 11 onificant, and E 
| 310 to the general Rules 2 Scripture. 4 
a Church, that is a Terror to _ 
and the Defence and Bulwark of the Proteſtant 
Cauſe and Religion. 
All that wiſh-well to our Spe mourn and 
grieve for the Diviſions in ſuch a Church as 
is. May Almighty God pour out a Spirit 
of Love and Unity amongſt us, diſpoſing us 
* Pee ſuch Methods AF max tend to the 
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Settlement of chis Church upon a laſting and 
immovable Foundation. 


Thbidh, We have Reaſon to bleſs and praile , 


Almighty God for reſtoring to our Nation; as on 
ckis Day, the Royal Family; for it is tothe Reſto- 


ration that we owe the Bleſſings of the late andof 
che preſent Reign too. The late King of glorious 


Memory, who under God delivered us out of the 


Hands of our Enemies of the Church of Nome, 


and did ſo. many other great Things for us, de- 
ſcended from the ſame Royal Stock, and ſo did 


dur preſent moſt. Gracious: Queen, who is the 


Joy and Delight of her People. | 
Since therefore ſuch great Bleſſings are Jeringd 
to us by the Reſtoration; let us praiſe the Lord for 
bis Giada, and declare the Wonders that be. hath done 
for us the Children of Men; let us offer to him the da- 
crifice of Than giving, and tell of. bis Works with 


Gladneſs ; let us praiſe him in the e from: 


the Graund of the Hart. 


To draw towards a Concluſion- Let us 


pray to God for the Continuance of theſe Bleſ- 


ſings, Thar he would long preſerve the Life of 
our moſt Gracious Sovereign, direct her Sorm- 
ſels, and proſper her Endeavours to promote 


Peace and Unity, Piety- and Religion among 


her Subjects. 


Let. 


. 
- 
* 
a 


> A Sermon Freach . Kc. 


L?e t us lay af de our unreaſonable Heats and 
1 our particular Piques': and Quarrels, 
And chat unaccountable and perniciousHumour A 
of dividing i into Sides and Parties, to the manifeſt | 
Prejudice of all our common adreſs. Let us 
; alors all choſe things which make for Peace; 
for hereby we ſhall bale and defeat the Deſigns 
of our Enemies, who deſpair of ever making 
us a Prey, except by our own Diviſions; theſe, 
if a Stop be not put to them, may ſubject 
our Bodies and Eſtates, our Souls and Conſcien- 
ces; the former to Tyranny and Arbitrary Pow- 
er, the latter h Spe and <a 
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Finally, Let us calliadhere faithfully to IM AY | 
fone Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, honour- 
ing them by our Ackions as well as by our Words, 
endeavouring, according to our ſeveral Abilities 
and Circumſtances, to reform what is amiſs, that 
fo we may become an Se Nation, a ORE” Peo- 
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